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NY Forward - Village of Canastota 

Individual Goals Exercise 

Help us develop the 4-6 goals which will be part of the Strategic Investment Plan. Projects that 
are recommended for NYF funding at the end of the planning process should help achieve one 
or more of the goals. 

DRAFT GOALS (FROM THE VILLAGE'S APPLICATION): 

• Job growth
• Improved quality of life for Village residents
• Housing affordability and availability

WHAT WOULD YOU CHANGE ABOUT THESE 3 INITIAL DRAFT GOALS? 

f- .S-l-ro "'l lor� �ti W�'- �t,c..>a., b R' ;...,rs!> rro� 

,¥ PkhLir.. 
Sf« c. 

i J-.o �-+ t.O "" �"'-IV I�
., 

eve.���-

' "--'� l l<c..�: IA.., 
I r"' <..I' ( ,.,_ +ioN� / I.A-$ c� 

c"' ltwc-c e ,.; , Lt...Nc..f 
, 

�c. p roj e�� s{J
.,v...s c.. /IV 

()l..r��, 

WHAT OTHER GOALS SHOULD THE LOCAL PLANNING COMMITTEE (LPC) CONSIDER? 
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Canastota NYF Public Meeting Survey Results

In a few words, what resonates most with 
you/what is most important to you?

In a few words, what could be better/what is 
missing from the draft vision statement?

What would you change about these 3 initial 
draft goals, if anything?

What other goals should the Local Planning 
Committee (LPC) consider?

Our children’s future I think it’s a good statement Improve/update youth areas for children to go 
to and play

More areas for recreational activities, these 
bring communities together and showcase home 
grown businesses with outdoor markets etc

Being able to be outdoors safely, provide for our 
youth, update what we already have.

Draft statement is awesome as is. Space for ALL youth sports. Open green space. Meeting with loc youth sports programs to see 
what their needs are for space to accommodate 
to ALL 

Community being there for each other Cleaning up the community. Streets, yards, 
sidewalks ect 

To sustain a vital downtown that enriches the 
business community, embraces the rich history 
of our village. Promote a welcoming atmosphere 
to give everyone a welcoming sense of 
belonging 

Economic vibrancy & cleanliness & safety

Safe communities NA More business diversity Limiting the amount of smoke shops and delis in 
the area

the continued growth of our village alongside a 
better community.

I think the vision statement itself is fine. It probably fits within the 2nd bullet point, but, a 
safe, walkable downtown area with multiple core 
commerce storefronts.

Widened walkways around the main downtown 
block. The renovation / modernization of 
storefronts.

"continued growth" Growth and prosperity is vague. I'd rather see 
something like economic growth and innovative 
industry.  

I don't think we need job growth. Job growth is 
an antiquated way of looking at growth of a 
community. We currently have employers 
struggling to fill positions and neighboring 
communities with the same concerns. 
Suggestions for change: professional services (if 
you believe "jobs" are needed then they can be 
higher salaried positions. ) Housing affordability 
is not a clear goal. Is the intention to increase 
low income housing projects? I think more single 
family or two family houses are effective, or 
more market rate apartment units to encourage 
the "bedroom community" of Syracuse.

An identity. Canastota should choose something 
they are known for and grow with the identity. 
An identity helps a community move forward 
with a plan and a unity among residents. There 
should be more thought into the types of 
businesses in the downtown and the business 
parks with a focus on innovation and future; a 
consideration for bringing more dollars INTO 
canastota rather than recycling the dollars 
around Canastota. 

Community pride I like it Recreation Center for children Recreation Center area for children



Canastota NYF Public Meeting Survey Results

What features draw people to downtown 
today?

What are the area's challenges? What opportunities exist for NY Forward 
funding to build on?

Food, sporting events Not enough space, needed space that is available 
it too wet 

Helping create additional recreational areas

Safe walking. Not enough signage for parking. Historic buildings, open spaces.

Good hair salon, some restaurants Empty building and they look like dumps We need nice restaurants 

Nothing, unless you happen to need/use one of 
the few businesses left. Most just pass through 
to get to the thruway or route 5. 

Lack of spending locally, inability for small 
businesses to sustain. 
If there was a thriving downtown I foresee 
parking being an issue. 
Terrible school ratings. 

It’s prime location. Wedged between thruway 
and route 5. Most importantly the residents 
want to support the initiative. The structure is 
there, beautiful old buildings, good traffic flow 
between Peterboro and Main. 

Small personable community life Increasing amounts of crime and futile, pointless 
smoke shops popping up everywhere claiming 
they are “deli” or “corner stores” 

A large lot is across from the nys thruway exit 
that could easily be the location for a nice 
restaurant. Towns people would enjoy that and 
it’s right off the thruway which would result in 
increased profit

Food and beverage alternatives, entertainment 
and core businesses.

Population / mean income. A very strong community foundation.

The trails/walk-ability. Being able to walk the 
trails and grab ice cream. 

The walk-ability of the community. The sidewalks 
are not high priority. There are less trees and 
flowers and it's losing aesthetic. There are 
limited things to "do" on a walk. More 
community art or historical signs along the canal, 
rail trail, James Street trail, etc would be 
effective

The canal should be a top priority. It runs 
through the downtown and makes Canastota 
unique. 

The library and museum should be considered in 
the application as a major point of opportunity. 
Both are areas of interest to both community 
members and the outside. If both were given 
priority to grow and modernize, it would 
increase the quality of life of residents, as well as 
bringing outsiders into the community or be 
valuable assets when considering a move to our 
community. The library should have a media 
center and tech capabilities, similar to the 
Fayetteville Free library.

The OCWA building should also be considered 
for a public/private partnership. That is off the 
tax roll currently but could be turned into a 
sports center, community center, etc with the 
proper partnership. 

Celebrations is consistently in trouble for various 
reasons including mold etc. They need help and 
the village has invested in them before. This 
should be prioritized as an area of interest 
because of priority 2, quality of life. Families 

d  d  f  l i  f  h i  hild  We are starting to rebuild our retail 
establishments.  

New businesses coming into the village
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